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EARLY ARTS LEARNING EXPERIENCE FORM 
 
Teaching Artist Name:  Paige Hernandez 
 
ARTS ELEMENT:  Drama/ Character 
 
EXPERIENCE:  Magic Words 
 
SINGAPORE AESTHETICS AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION LEARNING GOAL:  

Learning Goal 2: Express ideas and feelings through art, music and movement 
 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARD: 

With promoting and support, transition between imagination and reality in dramatic play or a 
guided drama experience (eg, process drama, story drama, creative drama) 

 
KEY KNOWLEDGE/ SKILLS: Through repetition, physical movement and demonstration, students will 
begin to understand important theatre vocabulary. 
 
VOCABULARY: Places, Action, Freeze, Curtain 
 
RATIONALE: (Why am I teaching this?) When performers dramatize a story they embody different 
characters. It’s important that children know the difference between being an actor and a character. 
 
EXPERIENCE PROCEDURES 

Step One: Explain to children that they will become performers, but in order to be really good  
at it, they have to know four magical words: Places, Action, Freeze and Curtain. 

 
Step Two: Lead the entire group through what each word means.  

 “Places”- Stand up straight, with your arms by your side with a bubble in your 
mouth.  
“Action”- We will all pretend to be snakes…with our bodies and our voices.  
“Freeze”- Everyone will freeze in their places…voices off  
“Curtain”- Everyone will take a bow for the good work they’ve just done.” 

 
Step Three: Review each of the magical words in different order and circumstances until the  

Children seem to have mastered them.  
 

Closure: Explain to the children that only the director uses these magical words. Would 
someone like to be the director?  What would you like to do? Use one of the 
magical words or gestures. 

 
MATERIALS, IF ANY:  None 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT (How will I know the children got it?) 
If they are able to respond to each direction correctly (especially if it’s out of order). 


