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ARTIST LESSON PLAN FORM - ARGH! SPIDER! 

 
Teaching Artist:  Christina Farrell         
 
Singapore Learning Goal:  
Numeracy  
Learning Goal 1: Recognize and use simple relationships and patterns 
Learning Goal 2: Use numbers in daily experiences 
 
Singapore Arts Standard: 
Aesthetics and Creative Expression 
Learning Goal 1: Enjoy art and music and movement activities 
Learning Goal 2: Express ideas and feelings through art and music and movement 
 
Children’s Objective(s) for lesson: 

• Participate in repeated songs, chants and movements in a story 
• Recognize and compare animal attributes 
• Count and compare quantities, using "more" or "fewer" 
• Name parts that form the whole in quantity (2 and 3 makes 5) 
• Represent number quantities in a variety of ways, including graphing 

 
Curriculum Content Vocabulary: more, fewer, spider, spider web 
 
Arts Vocabulary: story box, dance, role 

 
Children’s Prior Knowledge: 
The children will share their previous knowledge of animals. 
 
Procedure: 
Story Box Introduction: Our story is about an animal that wants to be a family pet! What kind of animal 
do you think it might be? As children guess, ask "what do you know about that animal?" Incorporate 
ideas through sound effects and movements into the song: 
 

Oh! I want a pet in my house, my house, in my house! 
I want a pet in my house – wriggle wraggle wriggle wraggle, roo! 
Oh! I want a cat in my house, my house, at my house! 
I want a cat in my house – purry purry purry purry mew!  

 
Narrow the guessing game, by giving clues to encourage comparisons of attributes (i.e. “This animal 
does not have a tail. It has more than four legs. It can't swim. Etc”) “It's a (friendly) spider!” 
 
Picture Walk: Read through Argh! Spider by Lydia Monks, inviting all to participate in the refrains, "Argh! 
Spider! Out you go!" and "Look at me, Watch me dance/eat/wash/etc." Learn spider's favorite dance: 
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A spider with eight long legs! (clap clap) A spider with eight long legs! (clap clap) 
A spider with eight long legs! (clap clap) A spider with eight long legs! (clap clap) 
Put two legs on your head, and two legs on your nose 
Put two legs on your hips, and two legs on your toes!  
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8 

 (to the tune of "The Mexican Hat Dance") 
 
Problem Solving with a Graph: At the end of the story, there are too many spiders in the house! We 
need FEWER spiders in the house and MORE spiders in the yard! Use a long graph that compares the 
number of spiders in the house and in the yard. Distribute a different colored "spider" to each child. 
Those with "blue spiders" will place their spiders in the house column and the "purple spiders" in the 
backyard column. The children will be invited to act out spider movements and "Look at me, Watch me 
Dance" refrain as they bring their spider to the graph. 
 Are there more or fewer spiders in the house? How do you know? 
 How many spiders do we need to move into the yard so there will be fewer in the house? 
 
Problem Solving with Actors: The spiders all came back in the house! We need FEWER spiders in the 
house!  The Artist takes the role as “Mother” in the story, using an apron & broom as props. The 
children will take turns pretending to be the spiders or the family. Six children (spiders) will stand on 
picture of house and perform the Spider Dance. Another child (family) will roll the die and count how 
many spiders will move to the picture of the yard. The Mother will shoo the spiders with the broom, as 
the children in the "family" say “Argh! Spider! Out you go!" 
 Are the more or fewer spiders in the house or yard? How do you know? 
 How many are in the house? How many are in the yard? How many altogether? 
 How many do we need to move until there are no spiders in the house? 
 
 Intentional Questions to Assess and Further Learning: 

• Open-Ended (i.e. children contributing possibilities, thoughts):  What kind of animal do you think 
our story is about? How does that animal move?  

• Demonstration (i.e. “show me…”): Count the spiders. Identify the number on the dice. Show me 
how the spider moves.  

• Application of Learning (i.e. making connections to real world experience): What do you know 
about different pets?  

• Problem Solving/Critical Thinking (i.e. prediction): How many do we need to move until there are 
no spiders in the house? Describe and compare animal attributes. How do you know if there are 
more or fewer? 

• Factual Questions: How many are in the house? How many are in the yard? How many 
altogether? Are the more or fewer spiders in the house or yard? 

 


