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ARTIST LESSON PLAN FORM 

 
Teaching Artist:  Paige Hernandez 
MATH: MATCHING AND SIMPLE SHAPES Using Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 
       
Singapore Learning Goal:  
Numeracy Learning Goal 3: Recognize and use basic shapes in daily experiences 
Number and Operations, Counting, Recognizing Numerals, Matching, One-on-one correspondence 
 
Singapore Arts Standard: 
Aesthetic and Creative Expression 
Learning Goal 2: Express ideas and feelings through art, music, and movement 
 
Children’s Objective(s) for lesson: 

• To match, recognize numerals, understand simple shapes (circle, triangle, straight, curvy) 
• To use dance elements of partnering to aide with matching 

 
Curriculum Content Vocabulary: 
Count out loud, Count in order, Take one away, Add one on, Let’s count together, Count with me  
 
Arts Vocabulary: 
Partners, levels (high medium, low), participate in a group, learn through exploration 

 
Children’s Prior Knowledge: 
Shape and Number recognition 
 
Procedure: 
Main Experience 

1. Picture walk/review Giraffes Can’t Dance. 
 

2. Explain that at a party you can dance with a partner. Partners help us to create big shapes! 
Children will use their neighbors as a partner as I prompt them to make shapes such as a 
circle, triangle, straight line and curvy line. 
 

3. Hand out 20 cards with corresponding numbers. The cards are two sets of 10, so essentially, 
we will have a pair of children have the same number. Make sure that they can identify their 
number. 

 
4. Set the scene for the Jungle Dance Party explaining that once the music starts, children can 

dance around and find what other child shares their number. Once they find the matching 
number, they must sit down with their partner. 

 
5. Once all of the pairs are seated, have a duet dance party. This is when only two children 

dance. Only children who have matching numbers can dance. I’ll call out the pairs in 
order...ie: “If you have the number 1, it’s your turn to dance! Everyone else, let’s clap for 
number 1.”  Each pair will have a turn to dance and to demonstrate their partner shapes. 
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6. Once we get through 10 pairs, all of the children can dance freely. 

 
Intentional Questions to Assess and Further Learning: 
 Demonstration (i.e. “show me…”): Can you find your matching number? 
 Application of Learning (i.e. making connections to real world experience): How else might we  
 match with a partner? 
 Factual Questions: Do they have the same number? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


